
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Message from Fr. Monte: 
 

At his recent audience Pope Francis 

explained that creation must be protected and not 

exploited.  Human beings must change their 

relationship with nature and view it not as an “object 

for unscrupulous use and abuse” but as a gift they 

are charged by God to care for. 
 

People are called to contemplate creation as a 

reflection of “God’s infinite wisdom and goodness” 

and not act as it people are the “center of everything” 

and the “absolute rulers of all other creatures”.  
 

“Exploiting creation – this is sin.  We believe 

that we are the center, claiming to occupy God’s 

place and thus we ruin the harmony of creation, the 

harmony of God’s design.  We become predators, 

forgetting our vocation as guardians of life.”  
 

With this remark, Pope Francis is continuing 

his talks on “healing the world” with the theme of 

“caring for the common home and contemplative 

attitude.”  Contemplation is pushback to “an 

unbalance and arrogant anthropocentrism” in which 

humans place themselves and their needs “at the 

center of everything.” 
 

“It is important to recover the completative 

dimension, that is, to look at the earth, at creation as 

a gift, not as something to be explicated for profit.” 

The pope said.  “When we contemplate, we discover 

in others and in nature something much greater than 

their usefulness.” 
 

Citing a recent report that glaciers in 

Antarctica are collapsing due to global warming, 

Pope Francis said that the consequential rising sea 

levels “will be terrible,” and he called on people to 

“guard the inheritance God has entrusted to us so 

that future generations can enjoy it.” 
 

“Each one of us can and must become a 

guardian of the common home, capable of praising 

God for his creatures [by] contemplating them and 

protecting them.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READINGS for September 27th   
1st Reading:      Ezekiel 18:25-28 

2nd Reading:    Philippians 2:1-11 

Gospel:              Matthew 21:28-32   
 

Responsorial Psalm:  Lord, be mindful of your 

mercy.   

Mass times – September 26th & 27th  
St. Ann’s Church – Sunday @ 9:30 am 
Holy Family Church – Saturday @ 4:30 pm 
Holy Family Church – Sunday @ 11:00 am 
 
 

Mass Intentions at Holy Family 

Sept 26th       Adam Wright 

Sept 27th     Father Jack Dolan 

Oct 3rd        Edna Saad 

Oct 4th        John and Shirley Meagher 

Oct 10th      Jean Miller 

Oct 11th      Jim Piercy 

Oct 17th      Tony DeCourcey 

Oct 18th       Sean Richards 

Oct 24th       Betty & Justin McNeill 

Oct 25th       Dolores Turcotte 
 

Mass Intentions at St. Ann’s   

Sept 27th      Bertha A. Clark 

Oct 4th         Sandy Goodine 

Oct 11th       Christopher Sabattis 

Oct 18th       Alton Chessie 

Oct 25th        Mary Jane Sabattis 

 

Readers for St. Ann’s – Oct 4th  

1st Theresa Atwin 

2nd Kathy Szo 

 

Faithful Departed 

Gerard Lavoie 

Office:  1500 Hanwell Road, Fredericton NB  E3C 1N3  Phone (506) 444-6021 

Father Monte Peters 470-2235   Website  holyfamilyfredericton.ca    

Sunday, September 27th, 2020 – 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 



 
We are once again at the end of a month and that means 

we will be collecting cookies/sweets for Cookie Sunday 

on the last weekend of Sept the 28th & 29th. Time seems 

to be in super drive.  I hope that you have found some 

joy over the summer despite the all the unusual events. 

You can drop off cookies on the 29th and 30th of Aug at 

Holy Family between 10am and 12pm.  As has been the 

practice the shelters still request store bought cookies 

but homemade will be accepted and taken to the food 

bank.   We will be accepting donations for the Food Bank 

and among the items are those that children can take for 

snacks at school would be appreciated. Thank you in 

advance for your caring and help.   
 

 

 

 

Father John Fraser will be coming to Fredericton on 

Monday, October 5th at 11:30 am to sell his book 

‘THE BIBLE THE HOLY LAND AND ME’.  Books are $20 

each and can be pre-ordered by emailing Fr. Fraser 

at  fraserjohn082@gmail.com  or by calling the 

parish office 444-6001.  The 212-page book tells of 

early encounters through school and college. The 

journey then takes you through the Holy Land and 

many experiences there. Many bible references are 

included.  

 

Hours of Mass and other services at Holy Family 

and St. Ann’s at Kingsclear: 

1. St Ann’s Church. 

Mass is offered on Sunday at 930 am. Contact 
Liz Solomon at 363-4493 or Father Monte at 
470-2235 for information and seat availability. 
Divine Mercy has resumed at St Ann’s Church 
every Friday at 3pm on July 7th. For further 
information call Liz Solomon at 363-4493. All 
are welcome. 

 
2. Holy Family Church. 

Mass is offered by reservation on Saturday at 
430pm and on Sunday at 11am. To make a 
reservation call one of the following numbers: 
Barb Perry at 457-1559 and if no answer leave 
a message with your phone number. 
Judy Kelly at 478-7274 and if no answer leave a 
message with your phone number. 
Holy Family Church Office at 444-6021 and 
leave a message with your phone number. 
Note: making a reservation is recommend since 
we can only accommodate 50 at each mass.  
 
Rosary is said at Holy Family every Thursday at 
1030 am. All are welcome, for further 
information call Judy Kelly at 478-7274 or the 
church office at 444-6021. 

 

 

 

Summary of your Support for AUGUST      

August INCOME 
Regular/Envelope $ 12,303.40 
Pre-Authorized Debit $   6,520.42 
E-transfer  $      620.00                       
TOTAL                 $19,443.82 
 

August EXPENSES $21,439.58   
 
Your continued financial support of the parish 
during these difficult times is much appreciated.  
 

OPTIONS FOR OFFERTORY DONATIONS     

1. Pre-Authorized Debit (PAD).  There are 
envelopes in the mail box at the main entrance 
of Holy Family church with PAD forms.  Fill out 
and mail in the self-addressed, stamped 
envelope back to the parish along with a VOID 
cheque.  

2. Mail your envelopes to the parish.  St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha Parish, 1500 Hanwell Road, 
Fredericton NB  E3C 1N3. 

3. Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT).  Through online 
banking, you may send your weekly donations   
holyfam@rogers.com    

4. Delivery to the Rectory.  You may also drop your 
donations off in a sealed envelope at the 
Rectory Mail Box by the back door, ring the bell 
and Fr. Monte will collect them daily.  If you 
choose this method, please put them in an 
envelope marked “OFFERTORY”. 
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Our Sacred Stories: God & Us 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus 

(Phil 2:5) 

(Fr John Jennings)  

 

 Whether we acknowledge it or not, we all want 

peace.  We want it for our world, we want it for our 

communities, for our families and we even desire an 

interior peace for ourselves.  To live in peace with one 

another is a key to healthy relationships.  If we look 

around us and even within ourselves we can see we are 

often without peace. 

 Our world and is divided in so many ways, 

nations, political views, races and religious beliefs, 

cultural variations and linguistic divisions.  How often 

these divides and differences imperil our relationships 

and the peace for which we long.  They often lead to 

violence and war, domination and exploitation.  They 

threaten life and well-being for us all. 

                This is not what God’s dream is for our creation 

and life.  God’s Reign is not intended to be this way.  The 

Reign of God is to be marked by peace and 

reconciliation, by mercy, love and compassion for all.  

We are one humanity under God’s heaven and we share 

a creation that is entirely a gift of God’s love.  That this 

Reign of God is among is central to Jesus’s mission and 

message.  As disciples of Jesus our call is to hold this 

message and share it as our mission as well. 

 The message and mission are not always held 

firmly in our hearts and actions.  We know what we want 

and hope, but our actions reveal our inabilities and lack 

of will.   The Gospel writer, Matthew relates a story, a 

parable of Jesus.  It tells of a man who had two sons.  

One he asked to go work in the vineyard.  This son said 

he would go, but did not.  A second son, when told to go, 

said he would not, but he had a change of heart and in 

fact did go. (Matt 21:28-32)  This is a story of discipleship 

and commitment, of willingness to accept the call and 

carry it into action. 

 The story expresses the reality of our life as 

disciples.  Often, we commit, but do not carry it further.  

We need to know that even if we reject the call or fail in 

the commitment, we can have a change of heart.  God’s 

Reign is never beyond our reach, for God is a God of 

love, compassion and mercy.  God never gives up on us, 

nor should we.  Hope is eternal, in God’s Reign. 

   If there is a contribution we as a Christian 

community can bring to our world, it is the gift of peace 

for all.  As disciples of Jesus, we are called to be this gift 

for one another, for our communities and for our world.  

The earliest Christian communities were recognized by 

some for how they lived with one another.  Almost 2000 

years ago, a Christian writer, Tertulian (c.160-220), noted 

the way non-Christians around his community regarded 

the Christians.  As he wrote, they said: “See . . . how they 

love one another and how they are ready to die for each 

other.”  It is how we live that speaks to our world. 

 During the Jubilee Year called by Pope Francis in 

2015-16, he highlighted a single virtue, MERCY.  This 

virtue forms the basis of peace and reconciliation in all 

relationships.  It must mark us as a Church and 

individually as disciples of Jesus.  Mercy allows us to be 

open to people where they are.  It helps us to be non-

judgemental as Church and as persons.  It calls us to be 

ready to heal the wounds and hurts of our world.  Mercy 

is to be the face that every community of Christians 

presents. 

Mercy is the key to living like Jesus whose 

disciples we are.  Above all, it leads us to a living faith 

that brings compassion and peace for all of humanity.  

This is the message and the mission of Jesus. 

“Let the same mind be in you that was in 

Christ Jesus.”  (Phil. 2:5) 

 

 

 

 
Religious Education Classes will begin after 
Thanksgiving weekend, depending on the 
status of the COVID-19 pandemic at that 
time. 
 
For Grade 2 and Grade 9 sacraments not 
able to be celebrated earlier this year, 
planning will begin after Thanksgiving 
weekend, again, depending on the status of 
the COVID-19 pandemic at that time.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Office of the Bishop 

2020-2021 Pastoral Year Letter – “Towards a 

Renewed Personal Encounter with Jesus”  

A Call to the Clergy and Lay Faithful of the 

Diocese of Saint John 

September marks the beginning of a new pastoral 

year.  The last few years have presented significant 

challenges for our Diocese, including the difficult 

amalgamation process for a number of our parishes 

and the pandemic. Yet despite these challenges 

Jesus never leaves us orphans. The Holy Spirit is on 

the move, and this gives us reason to hope. St. Paul 

reassures us, “Hope does not disappoint us, because 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit that has been given to us” (Romans 

5:5). 

As we continue to face the uncertainties of our 

time, I am calling on all of the faithful to focus on 

the mission of evangelization and the renewal of 

our Diocese.  This begins when people encounter 

Jesus Christ and are transformed. Christ, who 

promised us that he would be with us “always, to 

the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20), is present to 

us in so many ways. Paragraph 1373 of the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church states, “Christ 

Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised from the dead, 

who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 

intercedes for us,” is present in many ways to his 

Church:  in his word, in his Church’s prayer, “where 

two or three are gathered in my name,” in the poor, 

the sick, and the imprisoned, in the sacraments of 

which he is the author, in the sacrifice of the Mass, 

and in the person of the minister. But “he is present 

… most especially in the Eucharistic species.” The 

sacraments are the privileged ways, the most 

powerful ways that God shares his divine life with us  

 

and enables us to grow in our friendship with him. 

We encounter Jesus especially in the Eucharist, and 

in prayer, particularly before the Blessed Sacrament. 

Pope Francis tells us that, “the Christian life needs 

to be nourished by attentive listening to God’s word 

and, above all, by the cultivation of a personal 

relationship with the Lord in Eucharistic adoration, 

the privileged “place” for our encounter with God.” 

(Message for the 54th World Day of Prayer for 

Vocations 2017). What a grace it is to spend such 

intimate time with our Lord!  I have encouraged our 

pastors to offer times of Eucharistic adoration in 

their parishes, and am asking the faithful to take 

advantage of these times so that we can grow 

deeper in our personal relationship with Jesus. Let 

us devote some of the time spent in adoration to 

pray not only for renewal in our Diocese and 

parishes, but also for much needed vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life. 

So as to afford people more opportunities to 

encounter Christ, I am also asking parishes to offer 

one tool of evangelization beginning this fall. Some 

excellent programs include Alpha (which means 

“beginning”, and is a program covering the basics of 

Christianity designed to reach the unchurched), 

Catholic Christian Outreach (CCO) faith studies, or 

the ChristLife Evangelization Process. It is my hope 

that many will participate in courses like these in 

order to rekindle the fire in our hearts and ignite the 

desire to know Christ and share him with others.  

When we experience a renewed personal encounter 

with Jesus Christ who gives meaning to our lives, 

and our hearts are on fire for Jesus, we cannot help 

but want to fulfill our God-given mission from 

baptism to be the missionary disciples that we are 

called to become. We are compelled to reach into 

the community and serve in various areas of need 

as apostles of mercy. As the Holy Father tells us, 

“When evangelizers rise from prayer, their hearts 

are more open; freed of self-absorption, they are 

desirous of doing good and sharing their lives with 

others.” (Evangelii Gaudium, par. 282).  



 

I encourage you to find out which outreach 

programs your parish supports, and seek out 

opportunities to serve in your community. It is also 

through such acts of charity that we encounter the 

Lord. 

Please be assured of my ongoing pastoral solicitude 

and prayers, as we unite ourselves to the mission of 

evangelization and renewal.  Let us give God 

permission to move in power in our Diocese, staying 

close to him in the Word and sacraments and in 

prayer. May we come alive in our faith, and 

proclaim him to a world in desperate need of the 

hope he promises. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New 

Evangelization, pray for us! 

 
 

✠ Christian Riesbeck, CC 
Bishop of Saint John 
 
September 21, 2020 
Feast of St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

U EVANGELIZE VIRTUAL SUMMIT 

 I don't know if you've heard of the U 

Evangelize Virtual Summit, but it is a fantastic 

3-hour LIVE event happening this Saturday at 

12pm-3pm Eastern.  

 The Summit features George Weigel, Dr. Mary 

Healy, Marcel LeJeune and other world-class 

speakers tackling the topic of how we 

evangelize in uncertain times like these.  

 You can register for FREE 

here: https://uevangelize.org/virtualsummit/ 

 There are so many institutions that have been 

frozen by the pandemic... but the mission of 

the Church can never stop! 

 Join me at this event this weekend if you are 

free. And tell anyone you know who cares 

deeply about the mission of the Church.  

Father Owen Burns 

 

 

Options for you to watch Mass online or on television.     

1. St. Mary Magdalene Parish (St. Dunstan’s 
Church) Live Stream Mass through their website 
on Sunday at 10 am.   
Live Stream Link to Website:  

https://stdun7.wixsite.com/stdunstansparish 

2. VISION TV Daily Mass  
https://saltandlighttv.org/mass   Weekdays at 9 
am and 1 pm.                                                                                                         
 

3. Mass with Bishop Riesbeck Sunday morning at 10 
am.  http://dioceseofsaintjohn.org   

The following is a link to The New Freeman 
 http://www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org/News/TNF-05-
22.aspx  

https://uevangelize.org/virtualsummit/
http://www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org/News/TNF-05-22.aspx
http://www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org/News/TNF-05-22.aspx

